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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN)} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A collection of 23 buildings are being considered in this nomination., They are
identified on the attached map and include Buildings 1-3, 6-10, 13-14, 16-27 and 32.
Individual descriptions of thesebuildings are jncluded in the Historic Architectural
Report prepared in 1979 by Historic Environment Consultants (see pages 18-46). In ad-
dition, a Building Inventory was prepared for the Nevada Division of State Parks
(administrators of the building complex) by Vhay and Ferrari architects.

All of the buildings except one (Building 13, the adobe hut) relate to the 1940's

when Prosper Goumond developed Tule Springs as 2 working and guest ranch. The adobe
hut is the only building on the entire ranch hat dates before the 1940'e (probably
constructed between 1900 and 1920). : T e e

To quote from Boghasian (1979:18-19):

"Generally, the architectural style of the ranch complex buildings
combines what is essentially a vernacular ranch style with Colonial
Revival influences. OCharacteristically, the buildings are construct-
ed of concrete masonry block with wood framed gable xoofs. The size
of block and the manner in which its laid creates a pleasant rustic
quality and adobe-like texture after it is painted.

Roofs are either shingled or tiled. Early buildings generally seem
to use a narrower block and sometimes, wood sash windows rather
than metal. Over the windows, the masonry courses are vertical.

Decorative elements are simple and consist of tim roofed, faceted

cupolas with louvered openings, wood insets in the gable ends, either

vertical boards rounded at the ends, or horizontal ones with various

wavy patterns, and outlooker beams with rounded ends that support

roof overhangs. In series, the beams create a pleadant and rustic
ﬁé? decorative pattern." :

The complex of ranch buildings can be divided into two groups, stable row' and
the core area., The buildings along "stable row" (Buildings 1-3, 6-10):

"Once formed the working or functional unit of the ranch oper-~
ation. Except for power sources, they housed the ranch workers,
cowboys and their machines, tools, vehicles, ranch animals and
the equipment necessery to maintain them.” (Boghasian (1979:44)

The core area is quite different ‘than the linear Wgtable row". More residential
.and guest-oriented, the buildings in this area are in an apparently random placement
around a low hill that stands in the center of the complex. ..Atop this small knoll
ie the picturesque water tower (Building #25).

"*The random, almost accidental scattering of core area builde
ings heightens an informal atmosphere already created by the

hill, expanses of lawn and numerous trees" (Boghasian 1979:45).
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SPECIFIC DATES 19411959 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Prosper Goumond (principal) /unknown

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Tule Springs Ranch is of importance due to its association with a significant
phase of Nevada history (that of the divorce ranch era) and its integrity of architec-
tural and environmental setting. Although not 50 years of age, the ranch is felt to be
of exceptional significance. )

Architecturally, the structures at Tule Springs Ranch are a “yernacular combina-
tion of Colonial Revival and ranch style structures" {Boghasian 1979:51). Boghasian
(1979:51) goes on to state that the ranch's:

"Architectural and environmental significance derives primarily
from the visual quality and sense of place created by the collec-—
tion or aggregation of its original structures, both those in-
volved in the operation of a working ranch and those involved
primarily in guest housing and recreation.”

The social/humanitarian significance of the Tule Springs Ranch revolves around
its development and use as a working and divorce ranch. This is of primary signifi-
cance. The liberalization of divorce laws in Nevada had a profound effect on the State
and uvltimately the Nation. A "divorce" industry developed in Nevada that included as
one element the divorce ranch phenomenon.

The Tule Springs Ranch is felt to be of exceptional significance In that it is
‘the best example of a divorce ranch remaining in Nevada (and hence the Nation) that
4s intact and retains its architectural and eavirommental integrity.

Sections in the references cited in this nomination that should be reviewed in
regard to the significance of the Tule Springs Ranch are as follows:

Boghasian (1979:5-17)
Brooks, et al (1978:19-29)

A
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ﬂMA]OR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Archaeological, Historical and Paleontological Survey of Floyd R, Lamb State Park:
The Archaeological Research Center, UNLV, f.as Vegas, March 1978,

Historic Architectural Report: Floyd Lamb State Park/Tule Springs Ranch. 1979 by
Historic Environment Consultants; Paula Boghasian, Principal Investigator.

Floyd Lamb State Park Building Inventory. 1978 by Vhay & Ferrari Assoc.

[GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Tule Springs Park, Nevada Quadrangle: Portions of the 51/2 of the SW1/4 of Section 3,
S1/2 of Section 4, N1/2 and the N1/2 of the S1/2 of Section 9, T. 195, R6OE.

[ISTALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPFING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE CabE COUNTY CODE
E¥1¥ ORM PREPARED BY
MAME 7 TITLE
Mr., Hal Steiner, Secretary; Charles D. Zeier, Archeclogist
May-1,--1980 ...
NIZAT S
ORGANIZATION Southem Nevada Historical Society, Div. H15tor&c Preservation & Arch.
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
P.0. Box 1358 . 458=-1723
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Las Vegas Navada

mSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITH:N THE STATE IS
NATIONAL ___ STATE_X _ LOCAL ___.

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Hrstaric Presarvation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665).1
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and cerufy that it has been evaluated according 10 the
ntena and procedures set forth by the National Park Se

ice
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE M‘A Z MMQ/Z

TITLE Alternate State Historic Preservation Officer DATE April 14, 1981

FOR NPS USE ONLY
{ HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER'

DATE

OIRECTOR. OFFICE OF ARCHEQLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION
ATTEST. DATE

KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER
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